Eden District Council – Rural Infrastructure Fund
	Name of Your Project

	Skelton Footpath Restoration Project.


	What is Your Project?

	The project entails the restoration of a footpath from Skelton Village to the Upfront Gallery (UCR 3024) and the adjacent footpath (FP 362024) to a private woodland which has been given public access, especially for school children, which is off a public path to Laithes.


	How would it benefit the community?

	This project is a high priority of the Skelton Parish Community Action Plan. 

The path will :-
· Engage the Community in its development and establish a Skelton Footpath Group.
· Open up a safe and healthy walking environment for all.
· Allow better access for local school children to a woodland area for educational purposes and student foresters from the European Union.
· Link the Dog and Gun Pub to the Upfront Gallery which will be of benefit to businesses, residents and tourists.
· Provide an opportunity to begin a Parish footpath map with information boards.

· Form a link in developing footpaths around the Communities.
· Be the start of a Natural Environment Programme that includes the  red squirrel preservation scheme, wildlife corridors, community litter picks, allotments and garden share scheme


	What is the likely cost?

	The Action Committee is working in conjunction with the Skelton Parish Council and the  Countryside Rangers (CCC) and costings on a ball park figure run at approximately £11,500 for the Skelton to Upfront Path and £4,700 for the Woodland Path with £1,250 other costs spread across the two, totalling £17,450. 
With competitive bids to the R I Fund we would look to draw down any shortfall in funding from the Parish Council, Cumbria County Council, and applications to other small grant bodies, including Neighbourhood Forum.

	Your contact details

	Bob Towers, Chair, Community Action Committee for the Communities of Ellonby, Hutton, Ivegill, Laithes, Lamonby, Skelton and Unthank.
Tel 01768484727: Mobile 07973330257 : e-mail bobtowers@btinternet.com



