SKELTON PARISH COUNCIL
CHAIRMANS STATEMENT  -  YEAR ENDED March 31 2009
During the year to March 2009 the Council held its normal 6 bi-monthly meetings. For the first time in several years there was no necessity to hold additional meetings. The meetings were generally well attended by councillors
The normal work of the Council in the planning process and acting as liaison between the public and the highway authority has continued. There were no extremely contentious planning applications received during the year.
The main item during the year was the Community Plan progress . This has already been discussed in the Parish Meeting
We also progressed the ongoing suggestion of restoring the old signposts but, having received quotations it was considered that without considerable grant aid the project was not currently feasible. It is hoped than the completion of the Community Plan will open doors that may lead to grant aid becoming available to enable the Council to look further into this matter in the future.

Little progress has been made with the speed limit on the B5305 at Unthank but we do what we can.

The website ‘www.skeltonparish.co.uk’ is running but unfortunately little used. Hopefully this may be developed in the near future.

Several grants have been given during the year, these are detailed in the accounts – copies have been distributed. 

On a more basic level I also need to report that the Council has voted to pay expenses to members. What we have agreed is to pay a mileage allowance to councillors for attending training courses, conferences and meetings other than meetings of the Council itself. With the role of even a Parish Councillor becoming more technical the need of training etc. is becoming more important. We have agreed a rate of 40p per mile which is accepted by the Inland Revenue as being a fair rate to cover fuel, maintenance, tax, insurance, depreciation etc. I would note that it is considerably lower than the rate paid by Eden Distict Council. 

Finally, thank you to councillors and the clerk for their work and assistance during the year.
REPORT ON ACCOUNTS
On the income side we have not increased the precept  - it has remained unchanged for the past three years.

On the expenditure side the accounts show the full details with the bulk of the expenditure being for community services and grants given to, mainly, village halls.

Our accumulated funds have increased slightly to £11800, which is officially considered somewhat high in percentage terms but, in actual money, it is not a considerable sum and could, quite easily be reduced or even eliminated in the event of any major call on our resources.

The accounts have been examined by the council’s internal auditor and found to be correctly prepared from the books and records

